[image: A close-up of a logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
LESSON  11 STORIES  OF  DAVID 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (David secretly anointed king of Israel)
                     1 Samuel 16:14–18:5 (David and Goliath)
2 Samuel 11:1–12:25 (David and Bathsheba)

SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY

Today’s lesson includes three stories about David to convey a sense of him as a person.
In the first story, we learn that David is the youngest of Jesse’s sons and keeps the sheep. Though still a young boy, he is chosen by God to be the king of Israel and is secretly anointed king by Samuel the judge.
The second story is the well-known story of David facing the giant Philistine, Goliath. With the help and protection of God, David defeats Goliath by killing him with a stone from his slingshot.
In the third story, David as king commits a grave sin by coveting the wife of another man. He arranges for the man Uriah to be killed in battle, then marries Bathsheba. Nathan, the prophet, then comes to David, tells him a parable that condemns David himself and exposes his sin.
KEY CONCEPTS	
· Facing fear
· Devotion
· Repentance
WEAVING OUR STORY WITH THE BIBLICAL STORY
The year of King David’s reign is easy to remember: approximately 1000 BC.  A thousand years pass before Jesus, who is descended from David, is born.
David is Israel’s greatest king. He unified the twelve tribes of Israel into a single kingdom. But he is also important to us because he is the ancestor of Jesus (who was “of the house and lineage of David” [Luke 2:4, KJV]).
But David was not born a king. Born and raised a shepherd boy, he is chosen by God. He is a boy centered enough in the Lord to trust in God’s protection for him in fighting the giant Goliath.
At first, David seems specially blessed by God. He is chosen to be the king of Israel, and he is given the ability to face and kill Goliath. It must be that he has earned God’s favor because he is so good.
But then, while king, he gives in to temptation and takes a wife, Bathsheba, after having her husband killed. Is he now abandoned by God? No! God is “displeased,” and sends Nathan the prophet to confront David. Nathan tells him a parable. To his credit, David sees his wrongdoing and is truly remorseful for his sin. God is angry, but God stays with him, just as God stays with us, no matter what. And David never loses his devotion to God, even when he has strayed.
The key ideas in this lesson about the family of God are devotion and repentance. David was not perfect, as we see in the story about Bathsheba, but he had a passion for God. His devotion to God was unwavering, even in his sin. And his repentance after realizing the extent of his sin in taking Bathsheba is genuine. David also shows other qualities essential to the people of God: trust in the Lord, and God as the center of his life.

THE EPISCOPAL THREAD
[image: ]This promise in our Baptismal Covenant acknowledges that we all are sinners: “Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? I will, with God’s help” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 304). Note that it says whenever, not if we fall into sin.
David was chosen by God to lead God’s people, and yet he was far from perfect. But to his credit, he did “repent and return to the Lord.”
David is very important to Judaism, and therefore also important to Christianity. Jesus was born “in the city of David,” Bethlehem. Episcopalians hear of David a lot. On Palm Sunday in nearly every church this hymn is sung as the processional: “Thou are the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son...” (“All glory, laud, and honor,” The Hymnal 1982, #154).
On other days, we may sing from The Hymnal 1982, #616: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!”
But Episcopalians also see David’s sinfulness as our sinfulness, and on Ash Wednesday all recite the psalm that is popularly attributed to David after his affair with Bathsheba, Psalm 51: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great compassion blot out my offenses” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 266). So both the kingship and calling of David and his humanity and vulnerability are celebrated.
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Like all people, rulers are imperfect human beings. Like us, they too can commit sin as well as commit great deeds. Even when David was called by God, he still falls into sin, but then he is held accountable by the prophet Nathan.
God’s Beloved Community is not a sinless place; it is a human place. But with the ideals and principles of God as the basis for its institutions and social systems, laws can be enacted which are compassionate as well as just. And all persons are called to be prophets like Nathan, to hold the sinful to account, with compassion as well as justice.
· What are some rules you have at school? Do your teachers follow them as well? How does it feel when they don’t follow them?
· What are some rules/laws in our community? How does it feel when those who enforce the rules/laws don’t follow them?
· Are there any rules or laws that you think are unfair? Why? How can we go about making sure our rules are fair to everyone?

1 Samuel 16:1-13 (David anointed as king);
1 Samuel 16:14-18:5 (David and Goliath);
2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 (David and Bathsheba)
David was raised to be a shepherd but called by God to be a king. Here are some stories about David.
David Anointed as King
Saul is king over Israel. But God does not like Saul. In fact, God does not want Israel to have any kings, but the people insist that they want a king. So God decides to choose another king instead of Saul. He sends the prophet Samuel to find the new king and anoint him.
But Saul will be angry. He is king now. He does not want to give up being king. So Samuel has to find the new king in secret.
God knows who the new king will be, but he does not tell Samuel yet.
Instead, he tells Samuel that the king will be one of the eight sons of Jesse, who is from Bethlehem.
Then God tells Samuel what to do. Samuel sends a message to Jesse. He says, “I am going to make a sacrifice to God. Will you and your sons please join me?” Then Samuel goes to the place of sacrifice and waits for Jesse and his family.
When they show up, Samuel looks at all of the sons. He sees the oldest and thinks, “Surely this is the one!” But God says to Samuel, “Just because he is handsome or tall doesn’t mean he is the one. I don’t look at what’s on the outside. I look on the heart. And he’s not the one I want.”

Then Jesse calls on his second son and tells him to meet Samuel. This time, Samuel listens to what God says. Then Samuel says to Jesse, “God has not chosen this one.”
Next, Jesse tries his third son. But Samuel says, “Nope. Not this one either.”
Jesse makes seven of his sons pass by Samuel as Samuel stands and looks each of them over. And every single time, Samuel says, “This is not the one. Not this one either. Not him. Nope. The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
But there are no more sons left to show, thinks Samuel. What is missing here? Samuel says to Jesse, “Are all of your sons here? Are these all of them?”
Jesse says, “Well, no. I left my youngest son at home. He’s taking care of the sheep. I figured I didn’t need to bring him along.”
Samuel says, “He’s the last one you’ve got. Bring him here. We will not sit down until he gets here.”
So Jesse sends for the eighth and youngest son. His name is David. He is handsome and has beautiful eyes, but he is very young. But God says to Samuel, “Here he is! This is the one! Get up and anoint him.”
So Samuel goes up to David and pours oil upon his head to anoint him king. Only Jesse and David’s brothers see this. It is done in secret. And then the spirit of the Lord comes on David from now on. He is king.
David and Goliath
David plays a musical instrument called a lyre. It has a soothing sound, and David plays it well.
One day, Saul gets sick. One of his servants finds out that David can play a lyre, and brings him to Saul’s house to play for Saul whenever he feels bad. This is how David ends up in the court of King Saul when the Philistines attack the Israelites.
One of the Philistines is a giant man named Goliath. He is 10 feet tall and strong as a mountain. He wears almost 200 pounds of armor, and the head of his spear weighs almost 20 pounds all by itself. Clearly nobody can fight with Goliath and win. When he shows up for battle—at the front of the line, of course—the whole Israelite army runs away from him.
Now the Philistines are camped at the top of a mountain. The Israelites are camped on another mountain, with a valley between them. This would be the battleground, if only the Israelites would come out to fight. But Goliath scares them.
As the armies sit waiting, Goliath walks out of his camp and right up to the camp of the army of Israel. The men start to tremble, and they hide behind their tents.
Goliath shouts to them, “I have an idea! We will make this a one-to-one fight! Choose a man to fight with me. If he can kill me, we will be your servants. But if I kill him, then you will be our servants. Send me a man to fight with!”
But Saul and all his army—and all of Israel—were afraid, because Goliath does not look like a man that anyone could kill. There is no way that they will win this one-to-one battle. Every day, Goliath shouts out his challenge. Every day, not a single man comes out to meet Goliath. Who will even volunteer to fight this giant?
One day, Jesse asks David to bring some food to his brothers. David is still a shepherd as well as Saul’s musician, and every day he goes back and forth from Saul’s house to Jesse’s house to feed the sheep and then come back to play music for Saul. But David’s brothers are not at Jesse’s house. They are with the army, camped out on the mountain while Goliath waits for someone to fight with. and when David gets there, he hears Goliath asking for a volunteer.
The young David volunteers. He says, “I will go and fight him!” When Saul hears this, he gives David all of the best armor he could find. David puts on the helmet, and coat of mail, and the shield, and the sword, and he sags under the weight. All these grown-up things are too big and too heavy for this young boy. David says, “This is impossible! I can’t even walk with these things on me!”
So David takes off the armor. Then he takes his pouch and his sling, and he finds five smooth stones and puts them in the pouch. Now he is ready. He goes to the camp, sees Goliath standing there like he always does, and goes up towards him.
When Goliath sees the young boy carrying the sling, he starts to laugh. “You’re going to fight me with sticks? I am going to feed you to the animals!”
But David says to Goliath, “You come to me with your sword and spear, but I come to you in the name of God. And today, God will give you to me, and I will strike you down—me, with only my stick, as you call it. And then everybody will know that there is a God in Israel, and God does not save by sword and spear but by righteousness.”
Then Goliath lunges toward David. Quickly, David puts his hand in the pouch, takes out one smooth stone, and fills his sling. He lets loose his sling, and the stone hits Goliath right in the middle of his forehead and sinks into his head. Goliath falls to the ground and dies.
The Philistines see that the young boy kills their hero, their greatest warrior.
Frightened, they run away. David becomes the hero of Israel.
David and Bathsheba
Now David is older, and he is king over Israel. He lives in a palace, and he has everything he wants. But he wants more.
One day, King David is walking on the roof of his house. Below him, he sees a beautiful woman bathing in her pool. She is Bathsheba, the wife of one of his soldiers, named Uriah. David calls for her, and she spends the night with him.
Then David hears bad news. Bathsheba is pregnant. She is going to have a baby. But the baby is not her husband Uriah’s baby, and everybody will know that, because Uriah is out on the battlefield. He has not seen Bathsheba for a long time. Then people will find out that David and Bathsheba have conceived this baby, and it will be known that King David has broken one of God’s Ten Commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” lying with another woman who is not your wife.

David has a plan. He tells Uriah to take a break from the war and go home to his wife for a rest. If he does this, then people will think that Uriah and Bathsheba have conceived a child while he is at home. But Uriah will not leave his men. If they can’t go home and be with their wives, he won’t either. That’s just not fair to his men. So David’s plan does not work.
David has another plan. This time, the plan is a brutal one. He writes a message to the army general Joab, who is at the battlefront. Then he tells Uriah to deliver the message. The message orders Joab to put Uriah at the very front of the battle line, where the fighting is the hardest. Then, order all the men to pull back, leaving Uriah all alone. Then Uriah can be killed. This is the message that Uriah is delivering. He is delivering a message that orders his own death.
So Uriah is killed in battle, just as David plans. Now Bathsheba is a widow and David marries her.
God Is Angry with David
God is not pleased with David. He sends Nathan, a prophet, to speak to David.
“Nathan the prophet seeks an audience with the king,” says one of the servants at the palace to King David. David, sitting on his throne, says, “Send him in.”
David likes Nathan. Nathan gives good advice to David. This time, Nathan has a story to tell. He tells this story to David:
“There were two men, one who was rich and one who was poor. The rich man had a lot of flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. The poor man had nothing but one little lamb. The poor man loved that lamb and let it grow up inside the house with him. The lamb grew up with him and his children. The man fed the lamb from his table, and the lamb drank from his own cup. And the man cradled the lamb in his arms like a baby. The little lamb was like a daughter to him.

“One day, a traveler came to the rich man. The rich man had to feed the traveler a meal, but he did not want to cook one of his own animals, even though he had hundreds, or even thousands, of animals. Instead, he sneaked out one night and took the poor man’s little lamb and killed it. Then he served that lamb to his guest. What do you think about that?”
King David is very angry. What an injustice! He says, “The man who did this should die! And he also must give the poor man four lambs to make up for killing the man’s one and only lamb. Punish him because he had no pity on the poor man!”
And then Nathan points right at King David, shouting, “You are the man!
God says, I anointed you king over Israel, I gave you everything you could need and want. Why do you hate God by doing this evil thing, killing Uriah and taking his wife to be your wife? You are like the rich man who took the poor man’s lamb! Uriah only had his one wife, and you have many wives, and yet you took his, and then you killed him!”
David is quiet. Nathan is right. He says to Nathan, “You are right. I have sinned against the Lord.”
Nathan says, “Because you are sorry, God will forgive you. But your sin will give you trouble for years to come. When you do evil, it comes back to you.” And then Nathan turns around and goes home.
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