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LESSON  9:  Judges 13-16
SAMSON
(The story of Samson’s life is very long, covering four chapters in the Book of Judges.)
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY 
Samson is a Nazirite. This means that he was dedicated by his parents to God’s service. He is the one destined to save the Israelites from the Philistines. But he is also impetuous and wild, so this biography of Samson tells of his exploits and his adventures, his wild behavior and the life that led to his downfall and his death. It was only at the end of his life—and at the sacrifice of his own life—that he did defeat the Philistines in obedience to God’s will for his people.
KEY CONCEPTS	
· Taking God for granted
· Perseverance
· Dedication to God
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The story of Samson’s life is one of dedication and sacrifice even in
weakness, of perseverance even in hardship.
Samson is like a “cradle Episcopalian” or “cradle Catholic” or “cradle Presbyterian”—those of us who are born into the faith. Samson is born and dedicated by his parents to God’s service for as long as he lives. God, and God’s power, is taken for granted by Samson. Finally, after many temptations and much falling away, God ceases to be part of Samson’s life. Samson has been too long without conscious or intentional reliance on God.
The only prayer we hear is at the end of Samson’s life. He finally calls upon God to save him—through death—and finally be God’s agent and obedient servant.
At his downfall, through his lover Delilah, Samson has only the “no haircut” rule to guide him. He knows only that breaking this rule will take away the great physical strength given to him by God as a sign of his service and dedication to God. He does not have beyond this rule a sense of devotion to God or dedication of his life to God. Imagine if we promise to give up sweets for Lent but forget why, except that this act helps to keep us in shape!
So finally, without a spiritual foundation for his life, Samson lets even this small rule be broken when he implicitly allows Delilah to cut his hair.
But God does not go away. God does not leave Samson. God stays with Samson as God stays with us, and when Samson finally lets himself become once again dedicated to God, God acts through him as God acts through us, God’s people. 
Even in our weakness, we can count on God to stay with us, because we are God’s people and God’s family. We only need to let ourselves be open to God so that we can dedicate our lives and our actions to God, even as we often fall away. In persevering even in weakness and failure, we let God into our lives.
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THE EPISCOPAL THREAD	
Anglicanism—and its American church, the Episcopal Church—recognizes the importance of the daily practice of faith and prayer. Hence, we have the Book of Common Prayer, which all Anglican churches have in common. At the beginning of the English Reformation in the sixteenth century, one of the most important principles was that all people should be able to pray and to read the Bible in their own language. The Bible was therefore translated into English, and the Book of Common Prayer became the book of worship to which all people had access.
In the Prayer Book, the Daily Offices are at the beginning. The Daily Offices come from the monastic tradition of regular daily prayer at set times of each day. The Episcopal prayer book offers prayer at morning, noon, evening and bedtime. Committing to daily prayer might have helped Samson to remember God’s presence in his life. It is important that the Daily Offices are appropriately a lay office—that is, they can be led by a layperson and need not have a priest or deacon officiating.
The weekly Eucharist would also have helped Samson. The Book of Common Prayer mandates the celebration of the Eucharist every Sunday. When we receive communion every week, we are nourished in our faith, fed by the Body and Blood of Christ, and reminded that it is God, and not we ourselves, who sustains and feeds us.
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                           WEAVING THE FAMILY OF GOD	
Our faith is woven from the strands of God’s story and the strands of our own stories. We have been chosen as God’s people and are connected to God’s people throughout history. Being aware of how we are so connected can transform us, as we then can seek to live out our call as God’s people, as others have lived out God’s call.
WEAVING GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY	
Samson was always a wayward son, and although he was at birth dedicated to God, the culture around him was permeated by Philistine mores—rough, ruthless, and prone to violence. Social systems help to shape cultural norms. So systemic racism, systemic poverty—that is, social ills founded within the social system—influence the beliefs and behaviors of its people.
God’s Beloved Community is a community that fundamentally reflects God’s values in its social systems, and thus in its culture. These are values of peacemaking, reconciliation, mercy and compassion, dignity and respect for all persons. With these values as the foundation of a society, such social ills as racism and poverty and violence are prevented, minimized, or resolved by the system itself.
· What are some values you have in your family?
· Have you had friends who have different values? Do you agree or disagree with them? How do you talk with your friends to understand their viewpoint?
· How do you talk to your parents when you might want to re-evaluate a family value?
· What are some values you see in society that you agree/disagree with?
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Judges 13-16

Samson Is Born a Special Person
The people of Israel live among a lot of other groups and tribes of people, and one of these is the Philistines. They live near the sea, and they do not worship God. In the Bible, they are strong and mean, and when Samson is born, they have been ruling over Israel for 40 years.
Samson’s father and mother had no children for a long time, and it made them very sad. But one day, an angel came to the woman and said, “It is time for you to have a child. When he is born, he will be dedicated to God, and he will save Israel from the Philistines. But as a sign of his belonging to God you must not let any razor touch his head. His long hair will be a sign that he belongs to God, so he must never cut his hair.”
The father Manoah and the mother listened, and she gave birth to her son and named him Samson. His mother and father never cut his hair. What Samson will later find out is that his long hair is not only a sign of his bond with God, but his bond with God makes him very, very strong.
Samson Kills a Lion, Gets Married, and Takes Honey from the Dead Lion 
When Samson is grown up, he sees a Philistine woman and wants to marry her. But the Philistines are enemies who have conquered the 
        Israelites. “Why,” say his parents, “Why would you want to marry a Philistine woman when there are so many nice Israelite women around?”
But Samson insists that he wants to marry her, and so he goes to Timnah, where she lives, to find her. On his way, a lion comes out of the bushes and runs up to attack him. But Samson has grown very strong. He grabs the lion and tears it apart with his bare hands, and then throws the lion into the bushes. Then he goes on his way as if nothing has happened.
When he gets to Timnah, he meets the woman he has decided to marry, and he decides that he likes her enough. So they get married. And then Samson starts back home.
On his way back home, he sees the body of the lion that he killed. Inside the body is a swarm of bees flying around. A blob of honey is sitting inside the body. Samson puts his hand into the honey, scrapes it up, and eats some on his way home. When he gets home, he still has a blob of honey on his hand, and he gives that honey to his mother and father, and they put it in a jar. Samson does not tell them that he took this honey out of the dead body of a lion that he had killed. What would they think, if he had told them?
Samson’s Wedding Party
Now it’s time for a wedding party, for the 30 Philistine men who are friends of Samson’s new wife. At the party, Samson wants to play a game. He says, “I’m going to tell you a riddle. If you can guess, I will give each of you some fancy clothes, two for each of you. If you don’t guess right, you give me fancy clothes—as many as I would have given you. I’ll give you seven days to give me your answer.”
The men say, “Sounds good! Tell us your riddle!”
So Samson remembers what he did with the lion, and he says, “Out of the eater came something to eat. Out of the strong came something sweet.” Of course, he is thinking about the strong lion and the sweet honey. But no one knows that there was a lion with honey in its body.
On the fourth day, the men say to Samson’s new wife, “Make your husband tell us the answer to your riddle, or we will burn your family’s house down!”
So Samson’s wife says to Samson, crying, “If you loved me, you would have told me the answer to your stupid riddle!” And then she cried and cried until Samson got tired of her crying, and he told her about the lion and the honey inside the lion.
She rushed to her Philistine friends’ house and told them, and they were delighted. They went to Samson’s house and said to him, “Here’s your answer! What is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?”
Samson knows now that his new wife had told them his secret. He is very angry. But he has to keep his promise. So he goes off to another town and kills 30 men so he could take their garments. Then he gives those garments to the 30 men who answered the riddle. And then he stomps off, back to his father’s house, leaving his wife.
His wife then gets married to Samson’s best friend, who was the best man at their wedding. And this is the end of Samson’s marriage. But he doesn’t know that.
Samson Is a Fighter
One day, Samson decides to visit his wife. When he gets to her house, her father meets him and says, “You can’t go inside this house. You are not married to her anymore. I gave her to your best friend because I thought you didn’t want to be married to her anymore.”
Now Samson is angry again. And he is strong. Can he use his strength to do good things, or will he use his strength to do evil?
Here is what Samson does. He catches 300 foxes and puts them in a big cage. Then he takes some torches and lights them on fire. Then he sets the foxes tails on fire and lets them run away. The foxes, with their tails on fire, run madly away, through the farmlands of the Philistines, and all their crops of grain and grapes and olives are burned up.
The Philistine people see the foxes with their tails on fire, and their burned fields, and they ask, “Who did this to us?”
Someone says, “That was Samson. He is angry because his father-in-law gave his wife away to his best friend.” And then they are angry, so they burn Samson’s wife and father because they think it was their fault that Samson is angry. And then Samson gets angry again and kills the men who hurt his wife. And the violence and the anger and the revenge just keep going…
The Philistines want to capture Samson, who has made so much trouble for them. A thousand Philistine men come to catch Samson, but he is still strong just like his hair is still long. On the ground, he finds the jawbone of a donkey and he picks it up. With this sharp jawbone, he kills a thousand men. And then he throws the jawbone away. The Philistines do not bother him again for many years.
Samson and Delilah
One day, Samson meets a woman and falls in love with her. Her name is Delilah. She is not an Israelite, but Samson loves her anyway.

The Philistines still want to capture Samson, and they think that maybe Delilah can help them. Maybe she can find out the secret to his strength. If he weren’t so strong, they could capture him. So they go up to Delilah and say, “Find out what makes him so strong, so we can bind him up. If you do that, we will each give you 11 hundred pieces of silver. That’s a lot of silver!”
The next time Delilah sees Samson, she says to him, “What makes you so strong? Is there anything that can hold you down?”
Samson says, “If somebody binds me with seven fresh bowstrings that are not dried out, I will be as weak as anybody else.”
Delilah tells the Philistine lords, and they bring her those bowstrings and wait in another room. Samson must think she is playing a game with him as she ties him up with the strings and then shouts, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And then Samson breaks the strings, and Delilah and the Philistines know that Samson was not telling the truth about his strength.
Then Delilah says to Samson, “You lied to me! Tell me the truth about how you could be tied up!”
Samson says, “Tie me up with new ropes that have never been used. Then I will become weak and won’t be able to get away.” So the Philistines go out and find brand-new ropes and give them to Delilah, and again she ties up Samson. Then she says again, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But again, he snaps off the ropes as if they were spider threads.
Then Delilah says again to Samson, “You lied to me again! Tell me the truth!”
Samson says, “If you weave my hair into this giant net, and make the woven locks tight with a pin, I’ll be a weak man.” And again she does what he says, and again she shouts, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” and again he gets free from the net without any trouble.
But Delilah does not give up. She wants the silver that the Philistines promise her if she finds out Samson’s secret. And Samson hears her nag and nag him day after day, until one day he gets tired of her pestering him. So he finally tells her the truth. “I am called a Nazarite, which means that I have been dedicated to God ever since I was born. When you’re a Nazarite and belong to God, you do not get your hair cut. So a razor has never touched my head. If my head is shaved and my hair is gone, then my strength would also be gone. I would be as weak as anybody else.”
Delilah knows that he is telling the truth. This is the secret to his strength.
And besides, she has tested his answers all the other times, so she will do it this time, too. She tells the Philistines, and they pay her all the silver that they had promised.
Then she goes back to Samson. While they are together, he gets tired and he falls asleep in her lap. While he is sleeping, she calls softly to one of the men waiting outside, and he shaves off Samson’s hair.
Then Delilah calls out, like she did the other times, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!”
Samson wakes up and thinks, “Not again! I will shake myself free again, just like all the other times.” But this time, he is not strong. His strength is on the ground along with his hair. The Philistines come and grab him and blind his eyes so he cannot see. Then they take him in chains to prison.
Samson Does His Last Deed of Revenge
While Samson is in prison, his hair begins to grow again, but no one notices. Or they think that once his strength is gone, it will always be gone.
One day, the Philistine lords decide to have a party and invite Samson the prisoner to join them. Three thousand men and women come to the party. They want to see him and make fun of the one who was once so strong and is now weak and helpless. So they take him out of prison and bring him to the party, where they make him sing and dance for them, while in his chains.
Then Samson says to this guard, who is holding his hand—since he is still blind, “Let me feel the big pillars that hold up this big house. I am tired and need to lean on them.” The pillars are close together, so that Samson can stand between two pillars and press his hands against both of them.
Then Samson calls out to God, for the first time in many years. He says, “Lord God, remember me and give me strength just this one last time, so I can have revenge on these Philistines for what they have done to me!”
Then Samson puts his right hand on one pillar and his left hand on the other.
And he says, “Let me die with the Philistines!” And then he strains with all his might, pushing on the two pillars with both hands. His strength comes back to him, and the pillars topple over, and then the whole house falls down and kills everybody in it.
This is how Samson ends his life, and what he did with the Philistines. Did he live his life for God, as he was born to do? No, he lived the way he wanted, not how God wanted. But God stayed with him, even to the end, even when he did not stay with God.
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