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LESSON  10   Ruth 1-4
RUTH  AND  NAOMI 
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY	
The Book of Ruth is like a play with six scenes:
Scene 1: Moab
After the death of her husband and two sons in Moab, Naomi the widow begins her journey to her home in Bethlehem with her daughters-in-law. One, Orpah, returns to her family, but Ruth leaves her own people in order to go with Naomi.
Scene 2: Bethlehem
Naomi calls herself Mara, which means “bitterness,” because the Lord has dealt bitterly with her.
Scene 3: The Harvest Field
Ruth joins the foreigners to gather food for herself and Naomi, and the owner of the land, Boaz, sees her virtue and gives her his protection.
Scene 4: The Threshing Floor
Naomi sends Ruth to Boaz by night so that Ruth may be protected by marriage to him, but a closer relative than Boaz (who is related to Naomi’s husband) has the first right to her.
Scene 5: The Gate
The closer relative does not wish to marry Ruth, and so he gives up that right to Boaz.
Scene 6: Happily Ever After
Ruth is married to Boaz and has a child, who is counted as the son of Naomi. This child’s grandson is David the king.
KEY CONCEPTS	
· Welcome
· Inclusiveness
· Faithful Friends
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This book is the source of the familiar response Ruth gave to her mother-in-law, Naomi, when Naomi permitted Ruth to return to her home country, Moab: “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die—there will I be buried” (1:16-17).
Although Orpah did also offer to stay with Naomi and left only after Naomi insisted, Ruth went beyond Orpah’s obedience to Naomi to a disobedience motivated by love. Her answer is a perfect expression of human devotion and faithfulness. We see the kindness of both Naomi and Orpah as they leave each other, and this is admirable. Then we see the love that Ruth showed to Naomi, which must have melted her despair and loneliness. Such friendship and love is like the love that Jesus asks us to show to our neighbors: Love your neighbors as yourself.
Notice that Ruth is a foreigner, from Moab. According to the law, she has no protection from harm in Israel. But in this story, she seeks and finds refuge “under the wings” of the God of Israel and then marries one of the great men of the city. Her son is King David’s grandfather, and the ancestor of Jesus. The message here is very clear. The author pleads for the acceptance of foreigners as part of the People of God, the Israelites.
Sometimes we modern Christians have as hard a time accepting the truth that all are welcome in the house of God as did the exclusive nationalists of Old Testament days when Samaritans and other foreigners were so hated. But the gospel is clear: salvation is available to all. For Jesus himself was the descendant of a “foreigner.”
The themes for the people of God in this story are faithfulness and welcome. And as God’s people, we are always in relationship not only with God but with others. We need to learn how to be faithful not only to God but also to one another, in love and compassion. All of us—adults and children alike—can see the effects of hatred because of race, nationality and other differences. People are oppressed and marginalized because they are “foreign” or “different.”
[image: ]THE EPISCOPAL THREAD	
The Episcopal Church sees itself as an inclusive, welcoming church. The motto on its street signs that point passersby to the local church say, The Episcopal Church Welcomes You. In the stormy decades of the beginnings of Anglican history, the Roman Catholics and the Puritans in England under Queen Elizabeth I disagreed violently about matters of faith. Queen Elizabeth set an example for Anglicanism by admitting that we may all disagree with one another about our beliefs, but nevertheless, we shall all worship together, in common. The Book of Common Prayer is a superb example of a set of communal prayers that all may pray. There are some basic tenets of the Christian faith to which all subscribe if we are Christian: the statements in the Nicene Creed, for example. But the Prayer Book makes allowances for a broad faith.
This broadness of faith is one of the great hallmarks of Anglicanism. It recognizes that the household of God, as membership in the Body of Christ is called in the Rite of Holy Baptism, is a large household, and that fallible humans may not necessarily know who “belongs” and who is an “outsider.” The household belongs to God, and it is not up to us to deny entry through that door.

WEAVING GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY	

Although Naomi’s husband was from Judah, his daughters Orpah and Ruth were born in Moab and thus were Moabites who married into Naomi’s family—from the perspective of Judah, they were foreigners. But Ruth becomes the ancestor of Jesse, then David, and then all the way forward to Jesus. Besides being a lesson about loyalty and devotion, this story also gives us one example of what happens when we welcome a foreigner or immigrant. That inclusion resulted in the birth of a king of Israel, and for Christians the birth of our Messiah Jesus Christ.
Nations and communities have geographic borders. But borders do not need to exclude the arrival of newcomers, immigrants, or refugees. God’s Beloved Community reflects Jesus’ praise for the “sheep” in the Judgment of the Nations (Matthew 25:43): “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” A community of welcome for the King of kings, even disguised as a poor stranger.
· How do you welcome someone new to school/ church/your home?
· What are some struggles people from different countries face when arriving to a new community?
· What do you think it would feel like to be somewhere new? Where you may not know anyone? Where you may not know the language? How would you hope to be treated?
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· Ruth (the whole book)
· This is a drama about a family, with six scenes.

Scene 1: Moab
Elimelech and Naomi are married, and they have two sons. They live in Bethlehem, so they are from the land of Judah. But one year, there is a famine in the land, which means that there is no food to eat. So the whole family moves to a country called Moab, where there is food, and they stay there.
Suddenly Naomi’s husband Elimelech dies. Naomi is a widow, with two sons. When her sons grow up, each one marries a woman from that land—that is, from Moab, not from Judah where they come from. The son Mahlon marries a woman named Orpah. The other son, Chilion, marries a woman named Ruth.
Naomi and her sons and their wives live in Moab for 10 years, and then a tragedy happens again. Both sons, Mahlon and Chilion, die. Now Naomi has lost all the men in her life. She has lost her husband, and now she has lost both of her sons.
But she still has her son’s wives—her daughters-in-law—to keep her company. Now she wants to go back to her homeland in Judah. She has heard that there is food in Judah now. The famine is over. She wants to go home.
But Orpah and Ruth are Moabites. Their fathers are from Moab, and they have lived in Moab all their lives. Bethlehem is Naomi’s home, but not their home. It is a foreign place to them, and Naomi knows that. So she says to them. “It’s time for you to go back to your mother’s house. May God deal kindly with you, as you have been so kind to me.” And then she kissed Orpah, and she kissed Ruth, and she cried.
Both Orpah and Ruth say together, “No! We will go back with you to your people!”
But Naomi says, “No! Go back to your home! Why would you go with me? I have no more sons for you to marry! I am too old to have a husband and too old to give you another husband. Go back, where you have a chance to marry again!” Then all three women weep together, for they love each other.
Orprah kisses Naomi goodbye. Then she turns around and goes back to her family’s home in Moab.
But Ruth clings to Naomi and will not let go.
Naomi says to Ruth, “Look, your sister-in-law Orprah has gone back to her people and her gods. She will be comfortable and happy there. You need to go back, too.”
But Ruth looks at Naomi with love in her eyes. She says to Naomi, “Do not make me leave you! Do not stop me from following you! Where you go, I will go. Where you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Where you will die, I will die, too. Even death will not make me leave you!”
Naomi sees that Ruth will not change her mind. So together Naomi and Ruth go on towards Bethlehem, arm in arm.
Scene 2: Bethlehem
Bethlehem is a small village. Everybody in Bethlehem knows each other, and everybody recognizes Naomi when she comes to the edge of the town. The women in the town run up to Naomi and their eyes open wide. “Is this Naomi?” they ask.
Naomi says to them, “Do not call me Naomi anymore. That name means “pleasant” and that is not me anymore. I have lost my husband and both of my sons. Now you must call me Mara, which means “bitter,” because the Almighty God has dealt bitterly with me.” How sad Naomi was, grieving at losing her family!
But Naomi is with Ruth. Together they find a little place to live in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.
Scene 3: The Harvest Field
Naomi is not totally without family in Bethlehem. Her husband has a relative named Boaz, who is rich and has a large field of grain.
Ruth, the daughter from Moab, knows that she and Naomi need to eat. Ruth says to Naomi, “Let me go to that big field full of grain, and let me gather up some leftovers of the grain that people are gathering. If I walk behind somebody who is gathering up the grain, maybe he will be nice to me and leave me extra droppings of grain.” Naomi lets Ruth go and gather some grain for them to eat. As widows, they can pick up leftover grains that have dropped, or grains that were not picked off by the reapers. As God has commanded in God’s law, the reapers must leave some grains for the widows and orphans to pick up, so that they will not starve.
So Ruth walks behind the reapers, and after a while, she comes to the part of the field that belongs to Boaz. Just then, Boaz walks up, having just gone to Bethlehem and come back. He sees Ruth and asks his servant, who is in charge of the reapers, “Who is that young woman? “
The servant says to Boaz, “She is the woman from Moab. She came here from Moab along with Naomi. She asked me if she could follow the reapers and take the grain that is left behind. She has been on her feet all morning, from early this morning until now. She has not rested even for a moment.”
Boaz calls Ruth to him. He says to her, “Now listen, my daughter. Do not go out to another field. Stay here in my field and keep close to my young women who are working there. They will take care of you. They will feed you and give you water to drink when you are thirsty.”
Ruth is so touched by Boaz’s kindness that she falls down on her knees, her face wet with tears. “Why are you treating me so kindly? Why do you even notice me, when I am a foreigner?”
Boaz says, “I heard about everything you have done for Naomi, your mother-in-law and my relative, since your husband died. I heard how you left your own father and mother and your own land, and how you came here, to a land and people you do not know. You have come to the God of Israel for help and safety, and may God bless you always.”
When it is time for lunch, Boaz calls to Ruth and invites her to eat with him and his family, even though she is a foreigner. “Here, come and eat some of this bread and drink some of this wine.” She eats until she is filled, and then she gets up to gather more grain for herself and for Naomi.
When she has left, Boaz says to his young men who are helping out in the field, “Let her gather the grain even from the sheaves that have not yet been picked. If you see her doing that, do not scold her, but let her! And also, pull out some handfuls from the bundles for her, and leave them for her to pick up. I want her to gather plenty of food.”
When the day is over, Ruth takes the grain back to Naomi. She has a lot of grain! Naomi is surprised. They have plenty to eat, and a lot left over, too. Naomi says, “Where did you work today? Blessed be the man who took care of you!”
Ruth says, “His name is Boaz.”
Naomi lets out a cry of surprise and happiness. “Oh! He is a relative of ours! Stay close to his people, and they will be good to you!” So Ruth works in the field of Boaz until the end of the harvest, and always brings back plenty of grain for her and Naomi to eat.
Scene 4: The Threshing Floor
But Naomi is worried about Ruth. Ruth is still young, even though she is a widow, and she needs a husband. Otherwise, her life will be very hard. So Naomi has an idea. She would like Ruth to get to know Boaz a little better.
One day, she says to Ruth, “I need to arrange for you to have a safe and good life. Here’s what I want you to do.”
Ruth says, “What is that, my dear mother-in-law?”
Naomi says, “You have been working in Boaz’s fields. He is winnowing barley at the threshing floor tonight. I want you to wash up, put on some nice perfume, put on your best clothes, and go to the threshing floor. When he is finished with his threshing and is lying down to rest, go and sit by him and keep him company.”
So Ruth puts on her best clothes and goes to meet Boaz after he has finished working and is now resting. His eyes are closed. Suddenly, he knows that somebody is next to him. Startled, he says, “Who are you?”
Ruth says, “I am Ruth, your servant. I am here to care for you, if you wish. 
You are my nearest relative here, and so you may marry me if you wish.”
Boaz is surprised. He is older than she is. He says, “Blessed are you, my daughter! You are very kind! But though it is true that I am a close relative, I am not your closest relative. There is another man who is closer to you than I am. If he wants to marry you, I must let him. If not, then I will marry you and you will not be alone. You will not be without a husband.”
Then Boaz goes out, and Ruth goes back home to Naomi.
Scene 5: The Gate
The next day, Boaz walks to the gate where the men gather during the day and talk about business. He sits down and waits. No sooner does he sit down than his relative comes along, the relative that is closer in relation to Ruth and Naomi than he himself is. This is the man Ruth might marry after her husband died.
Boaz calls out to the man. “Your relative Naomi has just come back from Moab. She is selling the land that belonged to her husband, who is now dead. Would you like to buy it? If you do, you will also have Naomi and Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law.”
The man thinks for a minute. Boaz feels like he is waiting a very long time.
Finally the man says, “No. I do not want that land, or the women who are tied to that land. Since you are the next in line to buy it, I give it to you to buy.”
Boaz is very happy. He is happy not because he just got a piece of land, but because he is now able to marry Ruth. He has come to love Ruth, her kindness to Naomi and her kindness to him. They will make a wonderful couple, and it will be a wonderful marriage.
He announces to all the people at the gate, “I am going to marry Ruth, the Moabite, so their lineage will not end. Their family line will go on. You are witnesses to my promise.”
Scene 6: Happily Ever After
Boaz takes Ruth to be his wife. Soon, Ruth has a son. With Boaz as her husband, she becomes a mother, and Naomi becomes a grandmother.
The son is a special one, but they do not know that yet. His name is Obed. When he gets older, he will become a father to a son named Jesse. And when Jesse grows up and gets married, he too has a son. That son will be named David, and David will become King of Israel.
But that’s not all. In David’s family line, a long, long time later, there will be born another son. His name will be Jesus, and he will also be a king, but a different kind of king. The angel will say to his mother, “Of his kingdom, there will be no end.”
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