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LESSON  8                                                                   Judges 6:1–7:22
GIDEON
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY
Settled in their new land, the Israelites are constantly attacked by the Midianites, who greatly outnumber the Israelites. God sends an angel to call Gideon while he is threshing wheat. The angel tells Gideon to drive away the Midianites.
With the help of the Lord, Gideon gathers a small force of 300 men and gives them each a trumpet and a torch. At night, with the noise of the trumpets and the shouts of the men and the lights from the torches, this small band scares away the Midianites without a fight.
KEY CONCEPTS
· Transformation
· Gifts and talents
· Agents of God
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                      WEAVING OUR STORY WITH THE BIBLICAL STORY
God can call us in unexpected ways. We need to be open and ready to hear God’s voice and message and to trust that God gives us the courage we need to face hardships.
In this unexpected encounter with God, Gideon is transformed. He is an ordinary person called to an extraordinary task. Transformation is like that: it often happens in the middle of everyday life. As God’s people, God calls us to God’s service, and as we hear that call and follow, we become open to transformation, just as Gideon is. Somehow, through all of the weird happenings, Gideon discerns God speaking to him and God’s plan for him. He then is transformed into God’s protector for Israel.
Gideon may not have thought he had the gift or ability to fight the Midianites, but God did. God asks and calls us according to our gifts and abilities. And look how Gideon fights—not with swords but with trumpets!
Gideon completely depends on God. At God’s command, he reduces his army from 32,000 to 300 men before facing the enemy. Surely Gideon does not understand what God’s plan is, and surely he would do things differently if he were in control.
But he is God’s agent in a way that he does not fully understand. And so he now depends on “God’s way” rather than “his way.”
Perhaps we too become God’s agents in ways we do not understand. Perhaps we serve God and let God act through us as we live our everyday lives of kindness, or when we listen to a friend or smile at a passerby. Perhaps God lets us fight our spiritual enemies with music and light rather than with bad
words, streaks of temper and frustration at ourselves and others. Then we too become transformed by God’s love, just as Gideon is.

THE EPISCOPAL THREAD	
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]One of the concluding collects in the Prayers of the People goes like this: “Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (BCP, pp. 394-395). Prayers like this recognize that we do not always know what is right for us, as Gideon found out.
Often our favorite hymns in church are those whose tune we like best. But many hymns are powerfully theological in their words, which those wonderful tunes lead us to sing. Gideon might have sung this hymn of dedication to God, #707 (The Hymnal 1982, NY: Church Publishing, 1985):
·                Take my life, and let it be 
               consecrated Lord, to thee;
                 take my moments and my days,
                 let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Another hymn tells of the mysterious ways of God (The Hymnal 1982, #677): “God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform...” These
words were written by William Cowper in the 18th century. He was a friend of John Newton, who wrote the famous hymn, “Amazing Grace.” Indeed, “Amazing Grace”—and the story that surrounds its writing as well as the life of the author—tell of the power of God’s grace that saves even “a wretch like me.” (The Hymnal 1982, #671) John Newton was a slave trader who repented of his evil vocation and then became an Anglican priest. His story will be told later this year.
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Gideon was an ordinary person called by God to fight a war. And he does this without violence. He trusts that God will take care of him even as he probably wonders how music can overcome violence.
We live in a violent world today. People then fought with stones and swords. Today, we have a variety of weapons within our reach, and unfortunately, they are too often used in anger and hatred. In God’s Beloved Community, the hope is that we have society centered on compassion, grace, and mercy. However, this does not mean it would be free of conflict. The hope we have is a community where we resolve our conflict through compassionate, graceful, and merciful ways.
· How can we build a Beloved Community with social norms and social policy, where gun violence does not exist?
· How can we build God’s Beloved Community where the norm for resolving conflicts is through peaceful negotiation and respectful dialogue?
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Judges 6:1 through 7:22
The Israelites Forget about God
After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites finally settle down, on the other side of the Jordan River. But other people are living there already, in tribes, like big families that all live together. There are the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Midianites, the Jebusites, and many other tribes that live there.
And these people do not worship the God of Israel, God who created the universe. They do not know about God. So these people, that the Israelites meet in this new land, worship something. This “something” they call a god, and sometimes they call it a name like Baal.
So when the people of Israel settle down in their new land, they lived with other people who do not know God. The Israelites and the other people work and play together, and they marry each other. And then, the Israelites forget about God who brought them out of Egypt. They forget about God and start to worship Baal and the gods of the other people.
God is very angry.
The Midianites Conquer the Israelites
Many years after the Israelites come to their new land, the people of Midian start to bully the Israelites. First, they set up camp on the land, right on top of the Israelites’ crops, so the crops would die. And the grass under the tents would kill the grass, so there would be no food for the Israelites’ sheep or cattle or donkeys. There are so many Midianites that they crowd the Israelites out of their land. The people of Israel run off and find caves and mountains and live there as hiding places.
The Israelites finally remember God. They pray out loud and cry to God, “Please save us from the Midianites!”
God finds a man among them who has always remembered God. The man tells his people, “God snatched you out of slavery in Egypt and brought you to this land and has always loved you and taken care of you. God said to you, ‘You are not to worship these other gods.’ But you did not listen. That is why you are in misery now.”
But God hears their cry, and God will help. God will send Gideon to drive away the Midianites.
Gideon and God Have a Talk
Gideon is working in the room where grapes are pressed into juice for wine. But he is not pressing grapes. He is beating out wheat, separating the grains of wheat from the stalks. He is doing this in the wine room because he is hiding from the Midianites. If the Midianites find him making wheat, they will take it away.
While Gideon is working, an angel walks up and sits under an oak tree nearby. Then the angel walks into the room. Gideon is surprised. Who is this?
The angel says, “The Lord is with you, you mighty warrior.”
Gideon knows that God has helped his people out of trouble in past days.
But now, his people are in trouble and he has not seen God helping them. So he says, “But sir, if God is with us as you say, why are all these bad things happening to us? And where are all God’s wonderful deeds that we keep hearing about, like when God brought us out of Egypt? God has left us, and just given us to the evil Midianites! So how can you say, ‘The Lord is with you’?”
The angel talks with God’s voice. Now God says to Gideon, “I now put you in charge of saving Israel from the Midianites.”
But Gideon has another problem with God. “But sir,” he says, “how can I save Israel? My tribe is the weakest one of all the tribes, and I am the weakest person in my tribe.”
God says, “But I will be with you. That matters a lot. With my help, you will
drive out the Midianites—every single one of them.”
But Gideon is not satisfied. He wants proof. So he says, “Wait here. I have a present for you. And if you are really God and you really have chosen me, take my present and do something that proves to me who you are.”
So God waits outside while Gideon runs inside his house. When he comes back outside, he is holding a basket of cooked meat and some cakes, and a pot of soup. He puts the basket and the pot under the oak tree. “Here is your present,” says Gideon.
The angel does not touch the food. He points to the food and says, “Pour out the soup. But put the meat and the cakes on that rock over there.” So Gideon puts the meat and the cakes on top of the rock, and then he steps back and waits.
The angel, who is holding a staff—a long stick—touches the meat and the cakes with the tip of the staff. Fire explodes out of the rock and eats up the food. And the angel vanishes.
Gideon knows now that God has been talking to him. He is afraid, because he knows that you cannot look at God face to face and live. He cries out, “Help me, God! I have looked into the eyes of an angel!”
But God says, “Don’t be afraid! You will not die. I have come to find you, so you can save your people from the Midianites and destroy their pretend god that they call Baal.”
Gideon Needs More Proof
Gideon still wants to be sure that God will do as God has promised. So he says to God, “You told me that you will save Israel from the Midianites, and you need me to be the leader. Just so I know that you mean what you said, I need more proof.”
God says, “What kind of proof?”
Gideon says, “I am going to put this fleece of wool on the ground here.
Tomorrow morning, if there is dew on the fleece but the ground all around it is dry, then I will know that you are God and you are telling me the truth.”
So Gideon puts the fleece on the ground and goes into the house. When he wakes up the next morning, he runs outside and picks up the fleece. The ground is dry, but the fleece is so wet that when he squeezes it, he gets a whole bowl of water.
But Gideon is still not satisfied. He says to God, “Don’t be mad at me, but I need just one more proof. I’m going to put a fleece on the ground again. This time, let the fleece be dry and the ground be wet with dew.” Then he goes into his house, running, just in case God wants to argue with him.
The next morning, Gideon runs outside and picks up the fleece. It is dry. The ground is covered with dew. Now Gideon knows. He doesn’t need any more proof. He just needs to do what God asks him to do. And he trusts that God will do what God has promised—to help Gideon save the Israelites from the Midianite bullies.
Gideon Picks His Army, with God’s Help
Gideon puts out the word, that he wants to lead an army to fight the Midianites. Thirty-two thousand men show up. They all gather on a hill. Below them is a valley, where the tents of the Midianite army are sitting.
God looks at the army and says to Gideon, “You have too many soldiers. If all of them fight and drive away the Midianites, they will not believe that I, God, have done this for them. They will think that they did it all by themselves, without any help from me.”
Gideon says, “Then what should I do with these men?”
God says, “Tell them this: Anyone who is afraid can go home.”
When Gideon tells the men that they can go home if they are afraid, he is left with 10,000 men.
God says, “That’s still too many.”
Gideon says, “Now what?”
God says, “I will help you decide who will fight and who will go home. Take these men to the river and let them drink. They are thirsty anyway. When they drink, watch how they do it.”
So Gideon leads the 10,000 men to the river. They bend down to drink the water.
God says, “There are two kinds of drinking. Some men will lap the water up the way a dog does. Other men will cup the water in their hands and drink from their cupped hands. Do you see that?”
Gideon says, “Yes, I see.”
God says, “You have 300 men who are lapping up the water like a dog. Those are the ones I want. Send the rest home.”
Gideon’s Army Surprises the Midianite Army
Gideon now has 300 men. The army looks very small compared to the giant Midianite army. But God does not want the Israelites to fight with weapons.
They will fight with their brains. They will make the Midianites think that there are not 300 soldiers, but 300,000 soldiers.
Gideon waits until it is dark. The Midianites cannot see how many soldiers are on the hill watching them. Then Gideon gives each soldier a trumpet and a jar with a lighted torch inside.
The soldiers look at each other. We will be fighting a whole army with a trumpet and a jar?
Gideon says, “Watch me. When the time comes, do what I do.”
So the men stand on the hill with a trumpet in one hand and a jar in the other. The jar glows with the lighted torch inside.
Then Gideon makes his move, and the men do what he does. They blow their trumpets. They break their jars with the torches inside. And they shout, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”
The Midianites are surprised. They do not know how many soldiers are on the hill, but they hear all of the trumpets and see the lights and they are afraid. There are thousands out there ready to attack us! They panic, and in their panic they start attacking each other. The rest run away. Gideon and his little army of 300 men have won the battle! The Midianites are gone! God has kept God’s promise, to save the Israelites from the Midianites.
Now all the Israelites need to do is to keep their promise—to remember and to love God, and God alone.
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