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LESSON  7
MOSES 
                                            Exodus 3:1–4:17 (Moses and the burning bush)
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY	
While Moses is taking care of his flock of sheep, he comes to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. There he sees a bush that is blazing but not consumed by the flames. Out of this bush the voice of God speaks, commanding Moses to go to Egypt and bring the Israelites out of slavery from Egypt.
Moses is reluctant to do this, and protests to God that the people will not listen to him or that he cannot speak well. But God shows miracles that Moses can use to persuade the Israelites and tells Moses that his brother Aaron can speak to the people for him.

KEY CONCEPTS	
· Our commission
· Heal the world
· Eliminate injustice
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WEAVING OUR STORY WITH THE BIBLICAL STORY

Our story today begins after Moses has fled Egypt, having just killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. He has gone from being an Egyptian prince to being a Hebrew slave himself. Now Moses is happily settled in Midian, married with children. His life is now in order, so it seems.

But God demands of Moses another path. His commission: no less than to free the Hebrew slaves from bondage in Egypt. The story of Moses is intimately tied in with the story of Israel and its deliverance from slavery.
This story focuses on the call of Moses by God and the encounter between Moses and God, who is made known to Moses in the burning bush. Imagine the overwhelming power of that encounter, and the thoughts of Moses about the overwhelming task ahead of him!
Even when Moses is clearly confronted by God and knows that he is “on holy ground,” he still protests to the Lord that he cannot do as he is commanded. We may laugh at his protests but also sympathize with his plight. How often do we feel inadequate to the tasks that God has set out for us!
Notice that when people in the Bible are called by God, the word is always “Go and...” We saw this in the story of Abraham and will see this in stories about Gideon, Jeremiah and the prophets. Jesus himself tells us to “Go and…baptize and preach.”
Our call as people of God is not only to meditate on and love God. Our call is also to act—to act on that love. We are called by God to carry out love in the world by working, as Moses did, toward the healing of our broken world and the elimination of injustice and oppression in our society and our community.
We may feel that we are leading our own separate lives unaffected by outside issues and problems. But our lives are as intertwined with the story of God’s people as Moses’ life was. Our decisions— our excuses not to follow God—affect not just our own lives but also the lives and the world of others. As the people of God—in our love, understandings, decisions and ethical choices—we are foremost a people of relationships. We too are called to freedom, for ourselves and for others in this world who are slaves to oppression and injustice.
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Of the nine scripture readings at the Great Vigil of Easter that are used to illustrate “the record of God’s saving deed in history,” only one is always to be read: the lesson from Exodus of Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea. Thus is Moses the agent of God for that deliverance, a prophet not just for Jews but also for Christians. This lesson is the story of Moses’ call and commissioning by God, and how Moses answered that call.
For Episcopalians, baptism is the beginning of our call and commissioning by God, to live into Christ’s Body the Church. As God’s call is indissoluble, so is the bond that God establishes in Baptism (BCP, p. 298). As we say at the beginning of the service of Holy Baptism: “There is one Body and one Spirit; There is one hope in God’s call to us.”
Confirmation is then the mature commitment to Christian faith and life. In the Episcopal Church, a person is confirmed after he or she has been baptized as an infant too young to understand the promises made in the baptismal vows. A person who has come into the Episcopal Church from a non-sacramental church and who wishes to make a sacramental commitment to Christ in the Episcopal Church may also be confirmed. Confirmation, then, is an acknowledgment or an affirmation that we have been called by God, a response to that “burning bush” that was lit in our lives perhaps before we knew it.
For a uniquely Anglican-Celtic song of commitment to God, look at the hymn known as “St. Patrick’s Breastplate,” #370 in the Hymnal 1982. It begins, “I bind unto myself today the strong Name of the Trinity,” and in the following verses professes faith and belief in the Trinitarian God and faith. This hymn is often chosen for ordinations, as it describes so well the power of God’s call to us.
In the Episcopal Church, the main call by God is signified by baptism. When one is called to be ordained as deacon or priest, the calling is not a separate calling, a ministry set apart from others and more “special,” but rather a deepening of one’s baptism. Look at the ordination rites in the Prayer Book; they are printed in the Book of Common Prayer so that all can see the nature of the different callings from God.
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WEAVING GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY	

Moses was chosen by God to be God’s agent, to liberate the Israelites from slavery. God cannot free God’s people by going “Poof!” God needs human agents to internalize God’s call and follow it. Martin Luther King, Jr. is one modern example of one who felt called to continue God’s work of liberation.
We all are called to be agents of God, in big and small ways. God’s Beloved Community would be a community in which all persons are recognized and appreciated for whatever gifts and skills that have, which would help to further the work of God. A healthy, holy community needs engineers as well as musicians, street sweepers as well as theologians. We are not all Moses, but we can all have a part in creating a community of welcome, compassion, and freedom from oppression.
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Exodus 3:1-4:17 (Moses meets God in the burning bush)
[bookmark: _Hlk212647943]Moses Grows Up as an Egyptian
Moses’ mother leaves him in a basket in the Nile River, and an Egyptian princess finds him. She is Pharaoh’s daughter, and she probably knows that this little baby is an Israelite baby that should be killed. But she doesn’t care. She sees him and falls in love with the little baby. She takes him into her household and names him Moses, and brings him up as her own son.
When Moses is all grown up, he finds out that he is not Egyptian after all. He was not born into Egyptian royalty, the son of Pharaoh’s princess. He is an Israelite, the son of a slave. When he finds out, he looks out his window and sees the slaves and now sees them as his people and his family. And now he sees the suffering.
The slaves are working hard. They work every day, for long hours. They are making bricks for the Pharaoh’s building projects. The more bricks they make, the more he tells them to make. When they cannot make enough, the Egyptian foremen hit them and beat them.
Year after year, the Israelites cry out to God. “Save us from our misery! Deliver us from our slavery!”
[bookmark: _Hlk212648019]God is listening.
One day, Moses sees one of the Israelites being hurt by an Egyptian overlord. Moses gets angry and, in a fit of rage and wanting to protect the helpless slave, he kills the Egyptian. Then he knows that he will be punished, so he runs away from Egypt. He has become a free agent now. No longer on Egypt’s side, he is ready for God to call him to a new life.
Moses finds himself in a land called Midian, where he meets a woman named Zipporah and her sisters. They are trying to give water to their father’s flock of sheep, but some shepherds keep them away from the water. Moses drives away the shepherds so that Zipporah’s flock can drink. They invite him to their home, and soon he is married to Zipporah.
Moses might think that this is what he will do for the rest of his life. He will have children and live with his children and their children in Midian, taking care of a flock of sheep. But this is not what God wants of Moses. God wants Moses to be a leader for freedom, not a herder of sheep. But first, God must call Moses out of his shepherd’s life.
[bookmark: _Hlk212648144]Moses Meets God
One day, Moses is taking care of the flock of Zipporah’s father-in-law Jethro. He walks the animals through the grasses and rocks of the wilderness until he comes to a big mountain. The mountain is called Horeb, and people call it “the mountain of God.” It is a volcano, so it smokes and quakes and no one goes up there.
But Moses does. When he is on the mountain, he sees a bush on fire. Except that the bush is not on fire. It is blazing, and a flame of fire is coming out of it, but the bush is not burning. When Moses sees this bush, he is surprised and wonders what it is. He says to himself, “What a great sight! I need to see why this bush is not all burned up, even though it is on fire!”
When Moses starts to go toward the bush, God sees him and shouts in his ear, “Moses! Moses!”
Moses is surprised, but he is not afraid. He says to whoever is talking, “Here I am.” Who is this he is answering to?
The voice says, “Don’t come any closer. Take off your sandals first. You are standing on holy ground. It is I, the God of your father. I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Now Moses is very afraid, for he has heard about this God. He hides his face. He is afraid to look at God. He doesn’t look at the bush anymore either, just in case God is in there.
God says to Moses, “I have been keeping track of my people in Egypt and how they are suffering. I have heard then crying out to me. I know they are hurting. Now is the time I will save them from the Egyptians. I will bring them  out of Egypt, and I will take them to a good land, a land flowing with milk and honey. That means that I will take them to a land where there is plenty of good food to eat and good water to drink, so they will not be hungry or thirsty any longer, and they will not work for people as slaves any longer.”
But then God says to Moses, “But I need you. I am sending you to talk to Pharaoh, to make him bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”
Moses is confused. “Why me?” he says. “Who am I to do this? I am nothing, a nobody!”
God says, “But I will be with you. And this is how you will know it is I, your God, who sends you. When you bring the people out of Egypt—and note that I say when, not if—you will worship me on this very mountain.”
[bookmark: _Hlk212648395]But Moses isn’t so sure. He says to God, “When I go to talk to the Israelites and tell them, “The God of your ancestors sent me,” they are going to ask me,
“What is his name?” Then what am I supposed to say? What is your name? Do you even have a name? What should I say to them?”
God says, “I AM WHO I AM. So tell the people, I AM has sent me to you.
That should do it. That is my name.”
Moses still has trouble believing that he can do what God tells him to do. It’s a big job that God is asking Moses to do. God is asking Moses to go to the great king of Egypt, demand that the king set all those slaves free—the slaves that have been doing all of the hard work and all the building projects that the king wants done. And then Moses has to somehow make Pharaoh let those people free, and not kill them, and not kill him.
So Moses argues with God. He has plenty of excuses for not doing this scary task. The people won’t believe me, he says. I am not a good speaker. I stutter. I just can’t do this. But finally, after God promises that Moses’ brother Aaron will help with the talking parts, and God himself will help with the miracles, Moses goes on this way, back to Egypt. He will do what God wants of him. He will be a leader, leading his people to freedom. His life as a simple shepherd of sheep is over. He now has a much bigger flock to lead.
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