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LESSON  6 :      Genesis 42-48
JOSEPH,  RULER  IN  EGYPT 
Joseph predicts seven years of plenty in the land, followed by seven years of famine. He then advises Pharaoh to store up food during the good years so that people will not starve during the bad years.
Pharaoh is so pleased that he makes Joseph second in command in Egypt.
During the famine, a dying Jacob sends his eleven sons to Egypt to try to buy grain. There they meet Joseph but do not recognize him. Joseph, though, recognizes his brothers. He forgives them and reconciles with them, but only after making them feel thoroughly frightened by falsely accusing them of stealing from him.
Joseph’s famous response to his brothers’ remorse is: “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today” (Genesis 50:19-20).
KEY CONCEPTS	
· Humility
· Compassion
· Servanthood
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WEAVING OUR STORY WITH THE BIBLICAL STORY

“Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good.”

How different is Joseph at the end of this story, with his wisdom and humility toward his brothers and toward God, than he was at the beginning of the story, with his arrogance in bragging about his dreams of dominance and with his flamboyant coat! He assures his brothers that God intended the harm for good. But could God also have intended this period of trial for Joseph to be a time of spiritual growth for him?
Certainly Joseph did come to spiritual maturity during this time. His dreams of himself gave way to his concern about the dreams of another, the pharaoh. And his foresight and wisdom in preparing for the famine took precedence over his own undoubtedly strong desire for freedom.
In the story, Joseph makes no attempt on his own to attain his own freedom from prison. This freedom does come after his obviously insightful interpretation of pharaoh’s dreams and his plan for saving the people from starvation—after his acts of selflessness and compassion towards others. Gone is the arrogance and bragging, the dreams of dominance. In their place come wisdom and servanthood. Joseph does come to rule over Egypt, not to dominate but to serve.
The end of the story of Joseph contains one of the most emotionally wrenching scenes in the Bible— the encounter between Joseph and his brothers. Here we see the fruits of the many years in which God has labored to nurture Joseph. Rather than condemning his brothers for having betrayed him and “wasting the best years of my life,” as would have been so simple to do, Joseph has compassion on them and forgives them.
He does not forgive them mindlessly. Joseph understands now the work that God has done in him, the plans that God has had for him and for God’s people. And rather than taking all of the credit of this good for himself, Joseph gives the glory to God and also recognizes the part that his brothers had in fulfilling God’s plan and bringing about the good work: “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good.”
Forgiveness and reconciliation are hallmarks of God’s people. Joseph finally, after many years, receives these gifts from God.
There are many lessons for us in this story of Joseph. Joseph has grown fully into his place as one of the people of God. We can see the lessons he has learned during his years in Egypt: patience, acceptance of God’s will for him, trust in God’s plans for him, humility, compassion for others, a ministry of servanthood, forgiveness and reconciliation toward those who have wronged him.
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Joseph’s acts of forgiveness and his respect for his brothers, as well as the way in which he helped the people of Egypt during the famine, exemplifies the kind of person we are asked by God to be. In fact, the Baptismal Covenant (BCP, p. 304) asks for five promises that we make, to become the kind of person that Joseph was. In this covenant, we promise not only to continue in prayer and to repent of our sins but also to be an example of a godly life, to love our neighbors and to respect the dignity of all.
The hymn “How firm a foundation” (The Hymnal 1982, #637) then reassures us that God will never desert us, even through fiery trials such as what Joseph endured. Hymn #665 (“All my hope on God is founded”) also reassures us of God’s never-failing and unending love.
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WEAVING GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY	
In many places on earth, the possibility of famine and widespread hunger looms large. Some places are just barely habitable, being close to desert areas, and some are just inhospitable. But other places are suffering from the recent effects of climate change, where the land has become too dry for farming or too often flooded.
God’s Beloved Community is not created on a new planet but is built on this planet Earth, with all of its current environments. But its inhabitants can do much to mitigate the effects of climate change, but also create more viable systems that would distribute food and water more efficiently to those who hunger. A systemic approach to hunger would address ways to distribute our abundant resources more fairly, and a social justice approach to hunger would address our tendency to hoard our wealth and refuse to give up some of our own resources to give to others.
· Take some time to figure out what food grows near you. Are these foods you eat regularly? What are foods you enjoy that don’t grow near you?
· Look up where the grocery stores are in your city. Are there neighborhoods or apartment complexes that don’t have a grocery store near them? (This
is called a food desert, when communities cannot easily access food)
· Now, how do you get the water you drink? Could you imagine having to travel for miles to get water you can drink?
· If food or water are difficult to access for people in your community, how can you share what you have? How can you speak out about this injustice?
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Genesis 42 through 48
Egypt Gets Ready for Some Bad Years

Joseph is now ruler of Egypt. Only Pharaoh rules higher than Joseph. Now it is Joseph’s job to keep the Egyptians alive.
Pharaoh’s dream told Joseph that there will be seven good years when the earth will produce plenty of food. But after that, there will be seven bad years when the earth will not produce any food.
So during the seven good years, Joseph orders the Egyptian people to gather up all of their extra food that the earth produced on their land. They will bring that food to the city, where it will be stored. Everybody who grows food will bring their extra food to be stored, and soon the granaries are overflowing with food. Even when the extra grain is given away to be stored, there is still plenty of food for everybody, for these are good years.
Then the seven good years come to an end. Suddenly the earth does not grow the crops that the people plant. The fields stay brown and dry. No food comes out of the earth. In Egypt and in every country around Egypt, the earth gives no food.
Sometime during the seven bad years, whatever food the people in each household have stored up in their homes is all gone. When the Egyptian people run out of food in their homes, they cry to Pharaoh. “We are getting hungry!
We have no bread!”
Pharaoh says to the people, “Go and see Joseph and do what he tells you to do.”
Joseph hears that the people are hungry now. The seven bad years are starting to hurt, and he puts his plan into action. He is going to feed the people with the food they gave to him during the seven good years.
Joseph opens up all the buildings that store the extra grain, and he sells the grain to the Egyptians when they come for food. So even though the land has no food, the storehouses of Egypt does.
The other lands, too, have seven bad years. But people from those other lands have heard that there is food in Egypt because Joseph stored up plenty of grain during the seven good years. So people from all over come to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, so that they too would not starve.
Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt for Food
Jacob and his family are hungry. They too cannot get the earth to grow grain. Jacob finds out that Egypt has grain—lots of grain. He says to his sons, “I heard that Egypt has grain to sell. Go there and buy some for us, so that we will not die of starvation.”
So Jacob sends ten of his sons to Egypt. He has lost Joseph, and now he leaves Benjamin behind. Benjamin is Rachel’s son also, as was Joseph, and if there is danger in Egypt, Jacob does not want to lose Benjamin like he lost Joseph.
When the brothers see Joseph, they do not recognize him. Many years have passed, and besides, who would have guessed that the young man that they sold into slavery is now ruler of all Egypt? They bow down on their faces before him.
But Joseph remembers them. And he remembers dreaming that his brothers would do just what they are doing now—bowing down before him. But now Joseph is older and wiser. When he was younger, he bragged to them about ruling over them. Now he says nothing.
But he plays tricks on them. First, he accuses them of being spies, and he throws them into prison for three days. Then, because he knows that Benjamin is not with them, he orders them to go back home and bring back Benjamin.
Reuben, the oldest of the brothers, thinks that this Egyptian ruler will do them harm. He says to the others, “We are being punished for what we did to Joseph! We saw how hurt he was when we sold him, and he begged us not to take him away, but we did not listen. So now we are paying for hurting him.”
Joseph hears Reuben. Joseph pretends that he only speaks Egyptian and that he does not understand the brothers when they speak, but he understands every word. He hears the hurt in Reuben’s words and sees the hurt in his brothers’ eyes. He turns around and begins to weep.
Then Joseph puts himself together again. He is ruler of Egypt again and he does not know these men. He fills their sacks with grain and sends them back home. But to get more grain, they must return with Benjamin.
Bringing Benjamin
When Jacob and his family have eaten up all the grain that the brothers brought back from Egypt, it is time to go again. This time, they remember, Benjamin needs to come with them. They promise their father Jacob that they will keep him safe.
Joseph is sitting in his big house when he sees his brothers coming up the road. Benjamin is with them. Joseph tells his servant, “Make a nice meal and tell these men that they will dine with me.”
The servant brings Joseph’s 11 brothers into his home. But they are not happy. They are afraid. “This man, this ruler of Egypt, is going to trap us in his house and make us all his slaves, or throw us into prison again!”
But instead, Joseph let them wash themselves, gave water to them and food to their donkeys, and then sat them down for dinner.
Then Joseph plays another trick on his brothers. As they are leaving the house, Joseph tells his servant to sneak Joseph’s silver cup into Benjamin’s sack. Then, when the men are out of the house and on their way, the servant runs after them and pretends to accuse them of stealing. “My master says that he fed you and treated you well, and you stole his silver cup! Why did you do that?”
Then the servant looks into each sack and finds the silver cup in Benjamin’s sack, just where he had secretly put it. He says, “I found this cup in this man’s sack. My master, the ruler of Egypt, says that the thief must become his slave. The rest of you can go.”
The brothers are in a panic. “Our father told us to take care of our brother Benjamin! How can we go back to our father if Benjamin is not with us? He has already lost one of his wife Rachel’s sons. If he loses Benjamin, he will die of grief!”

Joseph Finally Tells Who He Is
Joseph cannot stand it any longer. He sends his servants away. Now he is alone with his brothers, who think he is a stranger and the ruler of Egypt. Joseph starts to cry. Then he says, “I am Joseph, your brother. Is my father still alive?”
His brothers are quiet. This can’t be!
But Joseph brings them closer to him. Then he says, “I am your brother Joseph. You sold me into slavery. But do not be upset, or angry at yourselves, because you did this thing. For look what has happened!”
Joseph says to them, “The famine has been here for two years, and there will be five more bad years of no food. God sent me here, to Egypt, to keep all of you alive. I am here as ruler over Egypt so that people may live and not die of hunger. So it was not you who sent me here, but God.”
Then Joseph says, “Now go and tell my father that I am great here in Egypt, and then bring him here. And bring all your family here and everything that you have. You can live here, and I will take care of you for these next five years of no food.” Then Joseph kissed all his brothers. Then they all went back and told Jacob that his son Joseph is alive and now ruler of Egypt.
Jacob brings his whole family to Egypt to live there, and they settle in the land of Goshen in Egypt. That is how the Israelites end up living in Egypt. Many years and many pharaohs later, there will be a pharaoh who forgot about Joseph and who makes slaves of Joseph’s descendants, the Israelites. Those will be very bad times, but today, times are good for the Israelites in Egypt.
Joseph forgave his brothers for what they did to him. One day, he finds out that they are afraid that Joseph is still angry with them. He is so sad that they are afraid of him, and he cries. He says, “Don’t be afraid! I am not God! I will not punish you! And furthermore, even though you meant to hurt me, God meant it for good, so that many people’s lives can be saved. That is how God works.”
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