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LESSON  5:      JOSEPH’S  STORY
Genesis 37 ( Joseph is sold into slavery)
Genesis 39 (Joseph is sent to prison)   
Genesis 40–41 ( Joseph interprets dreams)
SUMMARY OF TODAY’S STORY
This lesson begins the story of Joseph, the favorite son of Jacob, being the first child of Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel. Joseph’s 11 brothers are jealous of Joseph, their anger fueled by Joseph’s dreams of dominating them and by the beautiful multicolored coat that Jacob gave to Joseph.
The brothers devise a plot to kill Joseph, but Reuben has misgivings, so instead they throw Joseph into a pit and then sell him to traders who take him to Egypt.
Joseph becomes the overseer of the house of Potiphar, an Egyptian officer, but is thrown into prison when accused by Potiphar’s wife of assaulting her. While in prison, he interprets dreams, and his wisdom in dream interpretation leads him to become second in command to the Pharaoh, whose dreams of an upcoming seven-year famine are interpreted by Joseph.
KEY CONCEPTS	
· Arrogance
· [image: A black and white logo
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· Wisdom
       WEAVING OUR STORY WITH THE BIBLICAL STORY	
Joseph has dreams. And he connects them to the plans of God for him and for the world. At first, his dreams—coupled with his own arrogance—land him in trouble and lead him into years of hardship away from his family, in prison, and in a strange land. But later, in prison again, his dreams lead him to become a ruler of Egypt—as predicted by those same early dreams— and then to use his power to save the lives of many from death by starvation.
What Joseph does not realize at first is that, though his family bows down to him, he must bow down to God in his service. It takes Joseph years to find this out.
Notice that Joseph does not give up hope, even after years in Egypt and then in prison. We suspect that his dreams, which he probably knows are from God, carry him through the rough times and the times of doubt and despair. For God does not talk to us only when we are conscious but also when we are sleeping. God speaks to us in unexpected ways.
We probably will not dream of dominating and ruling our family and will never actually rule. In fact, we are actually called to serve more than to rule. But we may dream of God’s plans for us. Let us listen to these dreams and let us follow these dreams.
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It would be easy to imagine Joseph with a tattered and worn Prayer Book, praying each morning and evening to be rescued from his slavery and to return to his family.
One can imagine Joseph turning to the various confessions, whenever he starts to dream of revenge against his brothers. Or perhaps Joseph would turn to the Ministration to the Sick (BCP, p. 453) to find comfort and healing in his sorrow and his sufferings.
Most of all, Joseph might pray daily the Prayers of the People (BCP, p. 383-393) so that he would not only keep in mind prayers for himself, but would also be reminded to pray for others. These Prayers of the People include intercessions for the church and its mission, the nation, the world, the local community, all who are sick or are suffering and those who have died. If Joseph would have prayed these prayers, these intercessions would take him out of any self-pity by helping him to widen his horizon and see who else needs God’s help.
If he had a Hymnal 1982, he might find some hymns to comfort him and carry him through these hard years, like “O Master, let me walk with thee” (#659, #660) or “Abide with me” (#662). If he also had the African-American hymnal Lift Every Voice and Sing II (also in Hymnal 1982, #599), he might turn to the African-American national anthem of that same title, which sounds a note of triumph and victory in God in the midst of stormy and oppressive times.
Indeed, Joseph would have a wealth of resources to see him through these years in Egypt, so that he can continue to dream of freedom, and of the God who promises it—knowing that “to serve you is perfect freedom,” as is said in the Collect for Peace, which we pray in Morning Prayer (BCP, p. 99).

                               WEAVING GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY	
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Joseph’s life takes a huge step backward, as he is carried to Egypt to be sold as a slave. The sin of slavery will be dealt with in other lessons, but this is also a story about exile. Joseph loses his home and his homeland, and he probably gives up on ever returning to his family again.
In this world of political and social upheaval, many people have been forced into exile. In our own country, people may be forced to leave their communities because of environmental damage more often than political dangers. In God’s Beloved Community, people work together to try to minimize environmental hazards and their consequences. Political and social harm can be
avoided when people have learned how to deal with conflict and treat one another with compassion and fairness.
· What are some reasons people have had to leave their homes?
· How do we welcome those who come into our communities because of this?
· How do we work to speak out against the causes we can control that cause people to have to leave their homes? How do we aid those when things happen that can’t be controlled (i.e. natural disasters)?
· 
· 
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Genesis 37, 39, 40 and 41
(Joseph is sold, sent to prison, and interprets dreams)
Jacob has 12 sons, but his son Joseph is his favorite. Joseph is the older of the two sons of Jacob’s favorite wife Rachel. When the other son Benjamin was born, Rachel died. So Joseph and Benjamin are a reminder of Jacob’s beloved wife, and especially Joseph.
Jacob sometimes spoils Joseph. All the other sons know that Jacob loves Joseph most. Jacob gives Joseph a colorful cloak when everybody else has a plain one. Jacob gives Joseph the easiest chores to do, and even has Joseph report on the other brothers, telling Jacob whether they are working hard or not. So Joseph’s brothers hate him.
Joseph does not help his brothers to love him. One night, he dreams that he and all his brothers are holding bunches of wheat. He says to them, “I dreamed that my bunch of wheat stood upright, and your bunches stood around my bunch and bowed down to it.”
The brothers are angry. “What nerve you have! You are saying that you are going to be our ruler!”
Then Joseph has another dream, and he tells this one to his brothers, too. “I dreamed that the sun, the moon, and 11 stars—that’s you—were bowing down to me!”
This time, even his father Jacob scolds him for being so big-headed. “What kind of stupid dream is that?” says Jacob angrily. “You are saying that I and your mother and your brothers will bow down to you?” So Jacob keeps Joseph away from his jealous brothers, but he does not stop Joseph from acting special.
The Brothers Get Rid of Joseph
One day, Joseph’s brothers have had enough of Joseph.
The 11 brothers go out to a field together, with Jacob’s flock of cows, ox and sheep. Joseph never goes with them. He stays with his father, Jacob—now called Israel. But today, Jacob sends Joseph out to check up on his brothers.
The brothers see Joseph from far away, coming towards them. He is wearing his colorful robe, the one that shows that he is their father’s favorite. They do not want him around.
“Here comes the dreamer!” says one. “Let’s kill him and throw him into one of these pits. We can tell our father that a wild animal ate him. Then we’ll see what will happen to his dreams!”
But Reuben, the oldest, does not like this idea. “Let’s not kill him or hurt him. Just throw him into this pit and leave him there.” Reuben is thinking that later, he will come back, pull Joseph out of the pit, and bring him home. He is older and wiser than the others. The other brothers, though, just want to get rid of Joseph.
Joseph sees his brothers standing around, the flock of animals behind them. As he comes near to them, they grab him. Then they pull his beautiful robe off him and push him into the deep pit. He is not hurt, but the pit is deep and steep and he cannot get out.
Then the 11 brothers sit down for lunch. Reuben has gone away for a while, so he is not with them. They do not throw any food down to Joseph. While they are eating, they see a caravan of merchants with their camels. The camels are packed with things to sell, and they are on their way to Egypt.
Judah has an idea. “It won’t do us any good is we kill Joseph. But if we sell him for money, and we don’t hurt him, what’s the harm in that? We won’t have his blood on our hands, and we will have money. He is our brother, after all.”
The others like this idea. As the merchants come near, the brothers pull Joseph out of the pit and sell him to the strangers for 20 pieces of silver. As the brothers hold the money, they watch their brother Joseph, now a slave, on his way to Egypt.
Jacob Hears the News
When Reuben comes back to his brothers, he looks into the pit and sees that Joseph is gone. He was going to take Joseph back to his father, and now he is gone! Reuben is very upset, but what can he do?
The others take one of the flock’s goats and kill it. Then they pick up Joseph’s beautiful coat and dip it in the goat’s blood. It looks like Joseph’s blood on his coat. They carry it back to their father and say, “Look what we found!
This is Joseph’s coat, is it not?”
Of course, Jacob knows that the colorful coat belongs to Joseph, and he sees the blood all over it. He knows what has happened to Joseph. “Yes, it is Joseph’s coat! A wild animal tore him to pieces and ate him!” Then Jacob cries for days and days for his dead son Joseph.
Meanwhile, Joseph is in Egypt. The merchants sell him to the captain of the guard, an officer of Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt.
Joseph Lands in Prison—Not a Bad Thing
Joseph becomes the slave of Pharaoh’s captain. But God is with Joseph and makes sure that Joseph is treated well. The officer, Potiphar, likes Joseph and makes him head of the household.
But one day, Potiphar’s wife points her finger at Joseph and tells her husband Potiphar that Joseph tried to hurt her. Even though Joseph did not do anything wrong, Potiphar believes his wife and has Joseph thrown into prison. He is in prison for a long time.
Joseph’s prison is the prison for the Pharaoh’s prisoners—those people who have made Pharaoh mad. One day, Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer and Pharaoh’s chief baker become prisoners, and they join Joseph in the prison.
One morning, Joseph notices that the cupbearer and the baker look very worried. “What is wrong?” he asks them. “Why do you look so sad?”
They both say together, “We each just had a bad dream, and no one can tell us what our dream means. So we are afraid.”
Joseph says to them, “Tell me your dreams. With God’s help, I can tell you what they mean.”
The chief cupbearer goes first. He says, “I dreamed that there was a vine with three branches, and the branches became clusters of grapes. I had Pharaoh’s cup in my hand, and I took the grapes and squeezed them into the cup and gave the cup to Pharaoh. But here I am in his prison, so I do not know what this dream means.”
Joseph says, “The three branches are three days. In three days, Pharaoh will come and get you, and you will have your old job back. You will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just like you did before.”
Then Joseph says, “When you are out of prison, please do me a favor and mention me to Pharaoh, so I can get out of this place. I was stolen and brought here, and I have not done anything wrong. I should not be here in this prison.”
The chief baker’s turn is next. He says, “My dream is like that. There were three baskets full of cakes sitting on my head, one on top of the other. In the top basket were all sorts of breads and cakes for Pharaoh. But the birds were eating all that food out of the basket while it was still on top of my head. What does this dream mean?”
Joseph says, “Just like the cupbearer, the three baskets are three days. But your fate will not be like the cupbearer. In three days, Pharaoh will come and get you and hang you on a pole and kill you. And then he will leave your body for the birds to eat your flesh. I am sorry.”
And it happened. Three days later, the cupbearer and the baker left the prison. But the cupbearer became servant to Pharaoh once again while the baker was hanged—just like Joseph said. But in his happiness, the cupbearer forgot all about Joseph. So Joseph stayed in prison and wondered what had happened.
Pharaoh Dreams
Two years pass, and Joseph is still in prison. Maybe he wonders whether he will stay in prison forever.
But then Pharaoh has some dreams. He dreams that he sees seven thin and ugly cows come up to seven nice fat cows. Then the seven thin ugly cows eat up the seven nice fat cows.
Pharaoh wakes up after this bad dream. When he falls back asleep, he has another dream. In his dream, seven nice plump ears of corn are growing on a stalk. Then seven thin shriveled ears of corn sprout and swallow up the seven nice plump ears of corn. Bad things swallowing up good things!
Pharaoh wakes up and is afraid. He calls all his magicians to tell him what his dreams mean, but no one can tell him.
Pharaoh wakes up and is afraid. He calls all his magicians to tell him what his dreams mean, but no one can tell him.
Then the chief cupbearer finally remembers something. He remembers that he too had a dream while he was in prison, and somebody named Joseph told him what it meant. He says to Pharaoh, “When you put me in prison, I and the chief baker both had dreams that we could not understand. A young man named Joseph told us what our dreams meant, and what he told us turned out to be true. I came back to you, and the baker was hanged, just like he said.”
The Pharaoh sends for Joseph. Joseph cleans himself up, for he was dirty in prison. He gets new clothes, and then goes to see Pharaoh. Pharaoh says to him, “I hear that you can tell me what a dream means. Can you do that for me?”
Joseph says to Pharaoh, “I do not know the meaning of any dream. But God does, and then God tells me. Tell me your dream.” So Pharaoh tells Joseph about the cows and the corn.
Joseph thinks for a minute and listens for God. Then he says, “These are the same dream. God has just told you what God is about to do. The seven cows and the seven ears of corn are the same thing. They are seven years. There will be seven good years of food, just like the seven fat cows and the seven plump ears of corn. But then there will be seven bad years of famine—of no food— just like the seven scrawny cows and the seven shriveled ears of corn. And just like the seven bad cows and corn ate up the seven good cows and corn, so will the seven bad years of no food erase the seven good years of good harvest. The famine, with no food to eat, will be so bad that everybody will forget that there were seven good years of plenty.”
Pharaoh sees that this is true, but he does not know what to do. How can we prepare for seven years of no food?
Joseph says, “Find somebody who is wise, and put him in charge of Egypt.
He can choose a team to gather up all the extra food that people have grown during those seven good years, and store them up in special granaries. Then when the seven bad years come and the crops do not grow and people have no food to eat, they may come to the granaries and get food for their families. So during those seven bad years, no one will die of hunger.”
What a wonderful idea that Joseph has just told to Pharaoh! Pharaoh says, “God has shown you all this! There is no one wiser than you! So you will be that person who is in charge of all Egypt. Only I will be greater than you. You will help my people to live and not to die of hunger during those seven bad years”
So Pharaoh makes Joseph ruler of all Egypt. Now Joseph waits for the seven good years, and the seven bad years, and he knows what to do, because God has told him.
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